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PGSNYS PRESIDENT'S FINAL MESSAGE

Dear Members,

At the June 2013 General Meeting, | announcedasignation as PGSNYS President
Most of our local members have known that my wiin#eszka's brain cancer came back witl
vengeance in August 2012. | must step down affé gear run as president and focus my
energies on my wife's health.

I'd like to thank everyone for their help all thegears. | couldn't do my job without yo
support. All these years | considered myself jushg my part by keeping the Society togethe
As a team we made some real accomplishments withamputer databases, traveling road-
shows, meeting programs, and just doing our bas¢lfm members research their Polish ances-

tors.

David Newman

Thank you for your patronage.
Bog Zap a¢

Sincerely, David Newman

POTPOURRI
WITAMY! TO NEW PGSNYS MEMBERS

RICHARD A. ZOTARA, CHEEKTOWAGA, NY
EDMUND KOSIOREK, BATAVIA, NY
CLIFFORD W. PENKE, MATTHEWS, NC

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Due to Dave Newman'’s resignation as president SIRES, a special election was held duripng
the August 8, 2013 membership meeting to electnapresident. Denise Oliansky was electeld
president, leaving a vacancy for PGSNYS secreiigole Pohancsek has agreed to serve in
that capacity until the November elections.

September, 2013 marks the 25th Anniversary ofdébeding of the PGSNYS! We will celebrate
at the September 12th meeting with cake and arhatry of the Society presented by Vice
President, Ted Smardz.

The Annual PGSNYS Genealogy Fair at St. Gabriehisr€h on Clinton Street in EIma, NY,
will be held on Saturday, September 14, 2013 frda81This year’'s guest speaker is Greg
Kinal, and his presentation from 12-1:30 will bidpw to Spice Up Your Family Histary

The dates for upcoming 2013 PGSNYS monthly memlgerskeetings in the Villa Maria
College cafeteria, 7 PM, are Thursday, Septembe®tfber 10, and November 14. There i$ no
regular meeting in December, as we celebrate theadiPGSNYS Christmas Party for membjers
and their guests (not open to the general public).
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Solving a Military Service Mystery
by Denise M. Oliansky

When | was growing up, two proudly proclaimed sgsrabout my

maternal grandfather, Marceli Koralewski, werehe lied about his age
he served in the

Spanish-American War, during which he was statiangduba. The
story never went so far as to stdedinitivelythat he was one of Teddy
Roosevelt’'s famed Rough Riders, but | remembegetilg it was
certainly a possibility. There is a marker on Gaamiarceli’s grave-
stone attesting to his service in the Spanish-AcaerWar, and the
family stories include the one about his occasiomalof whiskey in later
years to quiet the intestinal tapeworm he broughtéras a result of
wading through Cuban swamps! | kid you not.

In light of these firmly held family truisms, a sk examination a

“...oh the pain of

having a favorite few years ago of Grandpa Marceli’'s military disgfedocument caused
family saga me some befuddlement. As | recalled, the Spanislerfoan War was
- I n
shattered in the very short $%% ' & #
face of facts!” specifically (I looked it up), 3549, including 382led in battle, 2,957

deaths from disease, and 260 deaths when the W&iBe exploded
(which actually occurred before the war). The wegdn in April and
ended on December 10, 1898, resolved with thersigoi the Treaty of
Paris. Knowing this, mgecondhought was, how did Grandpa Marceli
serve in the Spanish-American War when this digghdocument indi-
cates he did not enlist until November, 1901? Tp&n&h-American War
was over for nearly three years by then.

My third thought was, since he was born on December 24,188
Marceli was one month shy of 19 years of age dreteforenotunder-
age when he enlisted. At the time of the Spanistedcan War, Con-
gress had declared that all males between 18 amgedbsubject to mili-
tary duty. His Army discharge document indicatedvas 21 when he
enlisted, so while hdid lie about his age, stating himself to be oldentha
he was, there was no apparent reason for him smdo

Do you want to know what miyrst thought was7Thatis not his
name The name on the documentMschael Korlawski Huh?? Now
where did that come from? This last mystery i$ &iibe resolved, hope-
fully by acquiring his enlistment papers at somapo

But, oh the pain of having a favorite family sabatsered in the
face of facts! Okay, okay. So he lied about his (@ge wasn’'t underage

SEARCHERS NO. 63 SUMMER 2013, ISSUE 2
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Marceli Koralewski (aka Mike Korlawski)
U.S. Army Discharge document (front)
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Marceli Koralewski (aka Michael Korlawski)
U.S. Army discharge document (partial back view)
Military Record

when he enlisted), and he wasn’t in the Spanish+fcae War — with or
without Teddy Roosevelt. He also claimed to be bordaryland, and |
know he was born in Poland. But wait! There wasawvere bafflement
to be had! On the back of the discharge documesthisamilitary record
and a list of battles in which Grandpa Marceli pgrated. Well, that
made no sense. If the Spanish-American War waslmfere he even
joined up, why were there battles listed? Hmmamothermystery!

It was time to do some digging. Off-hand, | did netognize the
battle locations as being Cuban or anything elsé dsd a Google search
of the first place on the lisButig. Well, this was interesting. That's in the
Philippines. What was Grandpa Marceli doing inBtdippines? Did the
Spanish-American War involve the Philippines? At time, | simply
didn’t remember enough about it, so that led toeesearch, which
determined that, yes, the Spanish-American Waralagout getting
Spain to relinquish control of its long-held colesi--Cuba and the
Philippines. So why were military battles still bgiwaged in the Philip-
pines three years after the war ended?

SEARCHERS NO. 63 SUMMER 2013, ISSUE 2
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Well, as it turns out, Grandpa Marceli served imaa that is rarely acknowledged, but
( ) “(+ _—
*(+ -. () &, *
give you a hint that the U.S. might not have wdm white hat in this one. | personally had never
heard of it. It was never mentioned in any Amerielstory class | ever took. So, for the benefit of
others who may not know about this conflict eithiere is a very brief recap of what | learned.
The Spanish-American War was fought in Cuba, thedpimes, Guam, and Puerto Rico
between the U.S. and Spain (obviously). The caoftdse conflict were many, but the immediate
ones were America's support of Cuba's ongoing gleuggainst Spanish rule and the mysterious
explosion of the U.S.S. Maine in Havana Harbor. FFliginos had been fighting for their
independence from Spain since 1896, but withoutessg: Throughout the Spanish-American War,
the Filipinos and the Americans worked as allidgré were various communications between
Filipino insurgents, led by Emilio Aguinaldo, anan&rican leaders, which led Aguinaldo to be-
lieve (naively, as it happens) that if the U.S. vilo& war against Spain, the Philippines would be
granted independence.
In May, 1898, Commodore George Dewey defeated piaaiSh fleet in Manila Bay, Philip-
pines. Not aware of this victory,
President McKinley authorized the
assembling of troops in order to
mount a campaign against the
Spanish in the capital of Manila.
From May-June 1898, U.S. forces
continued to maintain possession
of the city of Manila. On June 12
Emilio Aguinaldo and his forces
established the Malolos Republic,
making the Philippine Islands an
independent nation. On December
10", the Treaty of Paris ended the
Spanish-American War.
Unfortunately for the Filipi-
nos, at the Treaty meeting the U.S.
purchased the Philippine Islands
from Spain for $20 million, and
President McKinley published the
“Benevolent Assimilation” Procla-
mation which stated that the pur-
pose of the U.S. presence in the
Islands was to “assert its sovereign-
ty.”
Because the Filipinos still
wanted the Philippines to be an
independent nation, armed hostili-
ties began in February, 1899, when
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“Although the
Philippine-
American War
was a separate
conflict from the
Spanish-
American War,

those Americans

who fought in the

Philippine-
American War
were considered
Spanish-
American War

veterans.”

SEARCHERS NO. 63

Emilio Aguinaldo proclaimed war on U.S. forces be aarchipelago.

The fighting over the next three years was bloautyacious,
fraught with horrendous atrocities on both sides r@sulting in 20,000
Filipino soldiers killed in action and 200,000 di&n Filipino casualties.
Of the U.S. forces, there were 4,390 casualtie®53Lkilled in action
and 3,337 other deaths, primarily from disease.

On July 4, 1902, President Theodore Roosevelt cetkhat the

+ &
insurgents and the Americans continued on andoof§éveral more years
-- which explains why Grandpa Marceli’'s dischargeument lists
battles into 1903. He was discharged on Novemb&®®@4, after exactly
three years of military service.

There were many in the U.S. who opposed the UtBoaty over
the Philippines. Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) was who avidly
maintained an isolationist stance, believing thatW.S. had no business
colonializing another country when it had foughtsseadfastly for its
own independence from England. Opposition to theimspired the
founding of the Anti-Imperialist League. The wadasccupation by the
U.S. forever changed the cultural landscape oPthéppines, particular-
ly with the introduction of the English languagetlas primary language
of government, education, and business. In 19E5Utls. promised some
self-government, a limited form of which came irB%9In 1946, follow-
ing World War Il and more than 40 years after théippine-American
War, the U.S. gave the territory independence thindhe Treaty of
Manila.

Thus explains at least some of the discrepancisgiea the
Koralewski family story and the Army discharge domnt detailing
Grandpa Marceli’'s actual military service. As aalimote, the explana-
tion for the Spanish-American War/Cuba marker @angnavestone is
interesting. Although the Philippine-American Waais\a separate
conflict from the Spanish-American War, those Aroans who fought in
the Philippine-American War were considered SpaAisterican War
veterans. The reason for this was because a ndigpie-American
War Pension Fund was never created. So, men wighton the Philip-
pine-American War collected Spanish-American Warspens. Of
course, to collect a pension, the paperwork hdmkthled correctly, and
since the pensions were paid out of the Spanishrigare War Pension
Fund, the pension records had to read ‘Spanish karekVar.’ In fact,
all related government documents — including veigmrave markers —
followed suit. The differentiation between the twars was basically
lost, thus creating confusion among genealogisyséthincluded) who
may not realize the difference.

SUMMER 2013, ISSUE 2
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Marceli (Marcel) Koralewski (aka Mike Karlawski)
Pension File Record

He served in the 25th Battery U.S. Field Artillemhich participated in the
Philippine-American War from 1902 — 1903, equippeth 3.2 inch guns,
Vickers-Maxim Gatling guns, and mule-borne 3.6 inobrtars.

Marceli was a ¥ Class Gunner, per Headquarters, Northern Division,

St. Louis, Missouri, dated June, 1904, on his arjitrecord.

Marcel Koralewski's
Spanish-American War
Gravestone Marker

(Note: My grandparents’ grave-
stone had sunk at least five
inches! | had to dig this out to
see the PI (Philippine Islands)
and PR (Puerto Rico). Only
‘Cuba’ had been showing for

the family assumed he served
there?)
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“As a young boy,

Prabucki paid
close attention to
his father’s stories

about the past.”

Am-Pol Eagle
2012 Heritage - Citizen of the Year:
Edward Prabucki

Editor's Note: Edward Prabucki is a long-time member of the PGSNY
and the Society’s Board and membership heartilygcatulate Ed on this
prestigious award. It is a well-deserved and homideaestament to Ed’s
many contributions to both them-Pol Eagleand the PGSNYSearchers
newsletter, as well as to his unfailing love otdng, genealogy, and all
things Polonia. The following article was publishadhe Vol. 54, No. 30,
April 25, 2013 issue of thim-Pol Eagleand is reproduced here verbatim.

Heritage — Edward Prabucki
by Matt Kushner

There might not be a person more interested iofyishan Edward
Prabucki. For many years Edward Prabucki has beerested in his
Polish heritage and his past. He always wantedooviwwhere his relatives
came from, who they were, and what they did. Smseetirement in
1990, he has spent his time at libraries and orpabens, researching his
Polish heritage.

For many years Prabucki has been involved in thisliPGenealogi-
cal Society of NY State. He has written numerotislas for theAm-Pol
Eagleabout his family and their roots.

Prabucki has been interested in his Polish heriéage since he was
a young boy.

“I remember when | was a youngster, my father wddde his
cousin come over to his house and they would restgnover their life in
Poland and | thought that was very interesting.t Btexrted to get me inter-
ested,” Prabucki said.

As a young boy, Prabucki paid close attention sofaiher’s stories
about the past. While history was his favorite sabjn school, he was un-
able to pursue his interest fully until his retirem

“| was always interested, but it wasn’t until myirement that | was
able to research it,” Prabucki said.

Prabucki had worked a couple of jobs over the yeard from 1965
until he retired in 1990, he worked for the U.SsfabService. It was in
1990 that he read in the newspaper that there viag ¢p be a meeting of
the Polish Genealogical Society of New York Staté decided to attend

SEARCHERS NO. 63 SUMMER 2013, ISSUE 2
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and get involved.

Since then, he has spent his time researchin@higyf history by visiting
libraries and doing research. He used the micrdfilat was available. He started
with finding out more about his father, then he ewwn to his grandfather, and
then his great-grandfather. He eventually was &bfand research all the way back

to the early 1600s.

“It was so interesting, and every time | was ablé&ace back one genera-
tion to another generation, my adrenaline was dbdquthat | couldn’t stop until |
reached the late 1500s, and | couldn’t get anyéurtl couldn’t find anymore.”

As a young boy, Prabucki enjoyed being an altar, beywell as running

Edward Prabucki (center) receiving the Prabucki still does research on the
2012 Heritage Citizen of the Year Awardcomputer for at least an hour every

track and cross-country, which is
something he continued to do in
high school. He has been active in
Polonia for 55 years. He was a pa-
rishioner of Queen of the Most Holy
Rosary Church and now is a mem- the age of 91,
ber of St. Gabriel Church and its o
Holy Name Society. He is a trustee Prabucki stil

of the West Seneca Senior Center. does research
He attended Transfiguration

Parochial School, School No. 24, ©nthe

East High School, and Burgard computer for at
High School. He is a member of
Polish National Alliance, Polish
American Congress, the Kosciusz-every day and

ko Foundation, and Polish Falcons . _
Nest 6. still gets excited

“Even today, at

least an hour

Even today, at the age of 91, every time he is

able to learn

at St. Adalbert Basilica on April 27, 2013day and still gets excited every time something new

he is able to learn something new
about his family. He admits that he is a novicenvaitcomputer, but that doesn’t

about his

stop him from trying to learn as much history a<e. family.”
“I never stopped, and | still don’t stop,” he said.
Prabucki has learned so much about his family hanl past, but one thing

he wishes is that his ancestors kept even moresxterecords.
“I would have loved it if they had kept daily redsrfrom the late 1500s to

the 1900s,” Prabucki admits.

Prabucki is also not just a fan of Polish histangl his family history, but
any kind of history. He has numerous books, paperd binders full of research

and findings.
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Submitting Articles to the Searchers
by Denise M. Oliansky

Everyone in the Polish Genealogical Society of Newk State is
encouraged to contribute articles to Bearchersiewsletter. The ‘Member
Moments’ column, in particular, has become theblided of the newsletter
and has added greatly to its readability. We amays interested in receiv-
ing honest, smart, quality pieces that will progeful and entertaining to
PGSNYS members and other readers. To that endyitm helpful to pro-
vide some guidelines about what is appropriate vatard to topic and
presentation.

“As researchers It is necessary to keep in mind when deciding tibena piece, that

the readers of thBearchersare genealogists, of varying levels of expertise
to be sure, but genealogists all the same. Toetigtit is important to

we benefit write about things that are of interest to reseanslof family history. So,
greatly from the the first criterion is simple -- write about somietihhaving to do with ge-
nealogical research or personal family history. Tdllewing are some ide-
as for articles, but this is not an inclusive bgtany means:

of family history,

work of earlier

and concurrent

- Helpful location- or surname- & &
researchers.” _ &
, & & &&
+ &
Bits of information from your family’s history: phas, recipes, and in-
/ 0
I &

Announcements or reviews (after the fact) of lagatealogical events
or projects.

As researchers of family history, we benefit gne&tbm the work of
earlier and concurrent researchers. Often sevezaibars are interested in
the same ancestors. We rely heavily on the findaigghers, whether from
an online source or from speaking to other memaeasmeeting. Sharing
your research experiences and your own family médion is the way to
return the favor. Sharing is also a great waynd fincestors. Sharing leads
to collaboration among PGSNYS members and even giypaur own fam-
ily members. When you share with your family, cosswill begin to con-
tact you asking for more information. Sometimesdhbestions they ask
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will result in work that leads to new informatid@r they may have that missing bit of information
you have been looking for forever.

Therefore, when it comes to sharing your rese&eép in mind that the ancestors you are
writing about need to be identified by more thar@per noun (father, sister, grandmother) or pro-
noun (he/she/they). You must provide at least aaue and, if they are deceased, their given name.
If they are still living, and you do not want tcclade a living person’s given name, introduce thiem
the article as, for example, ‘my maternal grandfaBURNAME.’ A reader of th&earchersvho
recognizes a surname is then able to follow up waih by email or at a meeting if they want to deter
mine if there is a common link between your fansilidnd who knows — they, too, may be able to
provide information you have been seeking, but lenabfind. Because identifying surnames is so
important from a genealogical perspective, artislbgch do not include surnames will not be consid-
ered as appropriate for tlsearchers

Although not necessary for inclusion in tBearcherswhenever possible complement your
article with some digital photos of the places,epor objects you are writing about. We all know
how much more enjoyable an article becomes whee thre pictures. | guess, even as we get older,
we never really get over our love of picture bodkistures add a whole new dimension to the story...
and, as they say, a picture is worth a thousandsvax picture makes what you are writing about
more ‘real’ to the reader. If you are going to sutljpictures, therigital pictures are necessary for a
couple reasons. First of all, you can easily eftiaiin to the editor along with your article. Secendl
scans of hard photos usually lose a lot of claatyd when th&earchersiewsletter is put into a PDF
format for publication, the pictures often beconstatted, making them unusable. Therefore, sub-
mitted pictures should be digital andaifleast300 x 300 resolution for sufficient clarity.

We are not looking for or expecting exceptionatthalarly and exhaustively referenced arti-

& 1 2
enjoyable newsletter, but it does have some stdsdBiaturally, as with any publication, the editor
may find it necessary to correct grammar or spglineven re-write a sentence or two — but every
effort is made to not change the writing to theeakthat it diminishegour voice in the article. We
greatly respect and appreciate every effort madeubynembers to share their stories. Following
these very simple, but necessary, guidelines wglee we will be able to share your article wité th
rest of the Society through ti&e=archersiewsletter.

The Crooked Trees of Poland In a corner of western Poland, near Gryfino (noffifam
Szczecin) is a forest of about 400 pine treesghaw
with a 90 degree bend at the base of their trurddsbent
northward. It is estimated they were planted arol@@D,
and most speculate their odd shape is of humagrmesi
such as furniture or ship makers training them ks
for the beautiful curved line. Others think thissaaused
by a heavy and sustained snowfall that bent thasim an
they never recovered. Still others believe theyewean
over by tanks in WWII. There is no definitive ansyaut
they are certainly weird and wonderful.
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“Many people
cannot imagine the
hardships and
poverty endured by
an orphaned child

in the early part of

this century when

social programs for
helping the needy

were rare.”
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In Memory of Arthur Brodnick
(Brodnicki):
A Buffalo, NY Success Story

From information provided by Audrey Scott

Editor’'s Note In the Winter, 201&earcherglssue 55, No. 3), PGSNYS
member Audrey Scott contributed an article titfédpw | Found Gold at
the Cheektowaga Polish Festivadh that article, Audrey mentioned Arthur
Brodnick (formerly Brodnicki), grandfather to theung man she met at the
festival when she heard him asking Daniel Kij howywtonounce

‘Brodnicki’ (Audrey’s maiden name) in Polish. Augiead the opportunity
to meet Arthur and exchange some family historthukrpassed away
September 5, 2010, at the age of 97. Audrey gawennaeticle about

Arthur Brodnick, written by Kathy Musick, Branch Mager of the Hayters
Gap Library in Virginia and published ibibrary FriendgWinter/Spring
2003, Vol. 6, Issue 2). Arthur was a regular patofrHayters Gap Library,
and ‘Everything a Library Could Want in a Patromyhich was the title of
Ms. Musick’s article. The following includes exdsrfrom her article and
also from an article about Mr. Brodnick publishedthe Buffalo News after
his death.

Mr. Arthur Brodnick was born in 1913 in Buffalo, Wl.Many peo-
ple cannot imagine the hardships and poverty endoyean orphaned child
in the early part of this century when social pexgs for helping the needy
were rare. He remembers being separated fromliiags and shuttled
between relatives and orphan homes in and arownBuffalo, N.Y. area.
His education was broken up with frequent movesgards of no school-
ing, depending upon which relative he was livingtwar in which part of
the state he was living. When living in Buffaloaage city even at that
time, things were not much better, because young lwdd enough to wear
pants’ were put to work in the city. While in sclhdwe worked for Western
Union, bicycling around the city to deliver telegra
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Ironically, while the years he spent in an orphanagre difficult and frightening, they
were also the years when he was first able to dsehool regularly and was recognized by his
teachers as being smaidftor’'s note: According to Audrey, it was whenlAnt left the orphan-
age that his name was changed from Brodnicki talBick). Even with all the hardships and
disruptions, his intelligence and initiative matipassible for him to graduate from Emerson
Vocational High School, where he received the JEgtehum medal for academic achievement
and was named class valedictorian.

After school, Arthur enlisted in the Civilian Comgation Corps and worked on the
Hoover Dam. Being in the Corps enabled him to tréwe country. During this time he began to
make plans to somehow attend college, but befommblel do that, he had to earn a living. His
first ‘real’ job as an adult was as a drill prege@tor, which paid 35 cents an hour. This job
made him more determined than ever to find a wagbtain an education and a career in which
he could advance and make a better life.

He took a job at Curtiss Aircraft and attended hgghool, eventually obtaining his
degree from New York State College. It was durirggtime at Curtiss that he came up with a
process for manufacturing landing gear that onbktiwo hours — as opposed to the 15 hours
needed previously. It was this innovative acconmptient, at least in part, that eventually led
him to the position of Superintendent at Bell AaftrCorporation in Buffalo, where he super-
vised the building of the first jet airplaneéwhat is now the Tri-Main Center. The extreme
secrecy of the project prevented Bell from usirgrbrmal manufacturing and testing processes,
making the undertaking a real challenge to man&ige plane was started in 1941 and
completed in 1942, and now hangs in the atriunhef3mithsonian Air and Space Museum in
Washington, D.C.

In time, Arthur left Bell and went to work for Wasghouse Corporation, first in Buffalo
and later in Abingdon, Virginia. While at Westinglse, he was involved in another ‘first’ in the
design of engines. Westinghouse was the first tlol latiomic-powered engines for submarines, a
project with which Arthur was involved during thel@ War. Westinghouse relocated Arthur to
Abington, where he met and married Joanne, his @fift0 years. They lived on the north fork
of the Holston River, near Hayters Gap.

Additional information from &uffalo Newsarticle published on September 9, 2010

Arthur J. Brodnick died Sunday in the Riverwoodisegare facility on Grand Island.
Mr. Brodnick, who retired in 1976 in Virginia, erjed golf. In the 1990s, he lived several years
) 3 && 4
5.. 6 7 & & 4
Kubicki Brodnick, died in 1972, and his second wifeanne Jones Workman Brodnick, died in
2007.
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Still Hoping...Stephania’s Story
by Nicole Lodyga Pohancsek

Some 30 year olds love to read books, watch mpeiresome other
hobby. | happen to love genealogy! | love helpitigeos with their geneal-
ogy to repay all of the people who have helped lmegathe way. Even if
you have a small army helping you, sometimes yitiudst not find what
you are looking for.

Growing up, my mother spent a lot of time with Breat-Aunt
“The ladies Victoria Krawczyk and her paternal grandmotherp8#amia Skryznski,
Victoria’s sister. Stephania and Victoria lived étlger in the Skrzynski
family home at 21 Cook Street in Lackawanna, NYe Tddies used to en-

used to enjoy

telling stories to joy telling stories to my mother of their youngeyd in the 1920s, when

my mother of Victoria was a flapper. Victoria never married adrany children and dot-
_ ed on my mother and her other nieces and nephews.

their younger One story my mother heard quite often was howghendmother,

days in the Stephania, was born in Brocton, NY on June 5, 189%ce there was no

Catholic Church in Brocton at the time, they hatkle a train to Dunkirk,
NY to have Stephania baptized at St. Hyacinth Ahurbdis was a big deal
Victoria was a at the time, because the Krawczyk family had vétlg Imoney, but want-
flapper.” eorl] to insure that Stephania was properly baptitedhe Catholic
Church.

Fast forward to 2011, when | was doing some rebeairthe LDS
Family History Center in Williamsville, NY and no#@d they had some
microfilms of some local churches. | asked if theyl the microfilm for
St. Hyacinth Church. The volunteer said that thieyndt have a copy, but
the Orchard Park FHC might. She called them, amdyteurprise they did
have a copy, and it included the baptismal rectod$899. The following
week, my mom and | went to the Orchard Park FHCfaodd the record
of Stephania’s baptism. We gladly paid the 25 cémtshe copy.

We were on such a high that | went home and teadidcument a
hundred times. Although it gave me no addition&dimation, it did con-
firm the story my mother had heard growing up. Aisd expected, it
listed Stephania’s birthplace as Brocton, NY. | nemline and researched
Brocton. | was planning on going to Bemus Pointftilewing week and
thought | would stop in Brocton to do some addiiloresearch. | emailed
the town librarian to see if they had any city dicgies for 1899. The
librarian emailed me back the following day andighat she could not
find any information on the Krawczyk family in hexcords, but carbon

1920s, when
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copied the town historian and three other peopketif they could find any information.

Unfortunately, everyone came up empty-handed.Kragiczyk family must have
lived in Brocton for a brief amount of time andtlab trace. Stephania'’s father worked for
the railroad, and they might have lived in a homa@d by the railroad company.

My next move is to contact Queen of Angels (whimbk possession of the church
records when St. Barbara in Lackawanna, NY was tlsheal) to see if they have any first
communion or confirmation records for Stephani&deiosiblings. | would like to find out
where the Krawczyk family lived from 1892, whenyhHanded at Castle Garden, NY, to
1899, when Stephania was born in Brocton.

Although | have had a lot of help along the walgave been unable to find additional
information on the Krawczyk family. My great-grandther, Stephania, was the only sib-
ling to have children, and we are not related tp @ther Krawczyk family in the Buffalo
area. | am determined to find more information loe Krawczyk family so their history is
not lost.

Stephania and Stanley Skryznski
and children
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Searching
by Pat Rooney

As always, there are many ways to collect geneézdbmfor-
mation, add the Internet, and there is an abundiance

But, not so fast. Not one place fits all your ne€lhe real trick is
learning how to decipher what you find and/or h&ar. that, you need
people.

Allow me to share my adventures.

As my younger years floated by, being a nosy kigpt a note-
book with bits and pieces of information | was aoldearn from my
many relatives. Little did | realize then how inaczte a memory could
be!

“The golden rule is Taking notes while people took a stroll down adung road
called Memory Lane, made me dizzy. They zigzagdieovar the place!
They used pronouns instead of proper names! Thgpfavhich genera-
validate, and tional John or George they were sharing about!

validate. Oh. and So, don't be afraid to take a deep breath aného6BTOP!”

Force them to use proper names, and remind themmGlnampa” is not a
proper name. Then duck and cover. No, seriouslyprBpared to ask for
cross-reference” first names often and to steer them back onto #tle you need them to
tread.

to validate,

did | mention,

For my notes, | usually use unlined paper and stahe center of
the paper. Sometimes | have to draw a box arounthtbrmation as if it
were being corralled.

Dates, dates, dates! Keep writing them down reréimes. This
will help with the generational names. You knowoge multiple
Johannes, Georges, and Stellas.

Also, being a genealogist means questioning elvegt Yes,
even Mom's memory. The golden rule is to valideatidate, and
validate. Oh, and did | mention, cross-reference@rd@ is no gospel of
genealogy records. Nothing has an “Imprimatur.”flikavhy it is neces-
sary to use at least three sources. Civil recardsided.

The Latter Day Saints (LDS) Library has fabuloesards, found
at FamilySearch.org, but you'd better know how eéhoscords were
written and why. Do not assume. Keep in mind theycncerned about
religious matters. Most records will tell you ifethhaby was legitimate or
not, when the baby was baptized, who the parents (@& unknown),
who the godparents were, and the location of tiptidraal records. Some
will record the location of the birth with everethouse number, but
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don't assume the name of the town listed is whetkck, | sent a long lost relative back into the
this birth occurred. The location listed could lie d®owels of deep Internet space!!! No...checking
a nearby larger town. the History button did not help.

Research how records were taken in the Trust me, even though it was four in the
country and the year before you write the infor- morning, and | was suffering from exhaustion, |
mation in ink. You might have to reach for whitecouldn't sleep! That was a lesson learned:
out later. Old church records are often written inAlways save right away...AND often.

Latin. Some postcards are written in two lan- This dusty journey has also taught me to
guages, like German and Polish, as are some take a cleansing shower after each trip, even one
records. taken on the Internet. Not just to wash away the

It might come dust of years, but to clear the brain and allow it
as a shock, but evento make the connections as the facts find a way
those church recordsto pave new paths into the past.

have errors. Some of The collecting of data is part one. The
them are serious.  other is collecting pictures.

After personally Be prepared to work hard to get those
reviewing those precious pictures. In preparation, | took my

books before the sister's advise and bought a portable scanner. Not
rectory doors closed to family genealogists, | saenly is it allowed in a library, when a camera
why churches became more cautious about opemay not be, it is great for capturing pictures on
ing their basement vaults and books to the publidie spot from a reluctant relative's gripping
| found many errors in my family records | locatdthnds. Or use the digital camera. It is a wonder-
in America and Canada. After all, those who recful tool too! Just remember to add names and
orded the events were human. They made innodates as soon as possible!
cent mistakes. My husband's baptism was not rec-  Records. Where to locate the records after
orded, because the priest suffered a hearkattdbe family names and dates are verified?
before he could enter it. My personal favorites, after relatives, are
Digging through dusty papers found in  LDS library microfilms, Census records, church
libraries, boxes stored in attics, and those argvi documents, city and town halls, and Internet
in the mailbox, can make your eyes water and sites. Ancestry.com gives great seminars online
nose twitch. The journey is often a solitary one, to hone your skills. The Ellis Island website has
but not one without excitement. A cup of coffee educational articles as well. I'm sure there are
tea can help keep you alert, but | find a shorakrenany others.
is best, as well as hardest to do. NEVER start with  But, what | find most helpful are the
the idea that it will only take a few minutes. Howpeople who attend the Polish Genealogical
silly can you get? Ha ha ha! You will burn dinneSociety meetings, as well as people who ‘come
and never smell the smoke! into my life’ seeking and giving information and
For me, it is all about the hunt and historyclues on how to understand documents | find. It
The process usually gets very messy as | makeis as if my ancestors lead me all the time, if | am
copies of charts, ship manifests, census reportscareful to listen. And, if | am willing to share@n
and find ‘almost’ relatives or ‘maybe’ relatives oreach out to other searchers, | am always given
‘real’ relatives. | learned the hard way that somesome clue or insight into something | am seek-
times you can't re-find a document, so you'd ing. You are never alone in your search!
better copy it right away. Sadly, after three hours
of searching on the Internet, with one misguided
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To Honor Those Who Served

by Dolores Konopa

There were (are) many in our family tree who selvettie armed forces,
as well as those who wanted to, but were not ssldctr various reasons.
| don't know the circumstances for why some did ké¢ thank them for
their service, as well as the many who worked enmibmefront. This list
of veterans encompasses my ancestors (Szalasrmtteerd) and my hus-
band’s (Konopa and others).

Frank Konopa, US Army, Bronze Star, POW in Germadmyng WWII
Stanley W Konopa, US Navy, WWI

Leonard C Konopa, US Army

Richard S Konopa, US Navy Reserves

Stanley Nasiolowski, US Army, WWII

Edmund Fuks aka Fuchs, US Army, WWII

Alfred Jarmusz, 1952-1954, National Guard

Edward R Jarmusz, US Army, WWII

Leslie Boudreau, US Army, WWII

Richard J Garrett, US Army, WWII

Walter Stawicki, US Army, WWII MIA France, died (Bermany 1945

Frank Joseph Konopa aka Konope, 1917 - NY 74tmingadNational
Guard, later USMC, WWI

Frank Joseph Konope aka Muller, US Army, Koreathaen

Stanley Glinski, US Army

Frank Glinski, US Army
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Andrew F Piotrowski, US Army, WWII
Chester Kania, US Navy, WWII

Joseph Valentine Duch, US Army, WWII
Jozef Kuzara aka Sikorski, US Army, WWI
Henry L Kuzara, US Navy

Philip S Favata, NY 174th Infantry National
Guard, WWII, Bronze Star

Raymond Daniel Kuzara, USMC, Korea

Raymond Frank Zielinski, US Army, WWII,
Bronze Star

Richard F Kuklewicz, US Navy

Thomas J Kuzara, aka Sikorski, US Army,
Vietnam

Frank M Stejbach, USMC, WWII
Eugene H Stejbach, US Army, WWII
Chester M Bielinski, US Army, WWII
Robert Thomas Becht, US Navy, WWII
Henry Kuzara, US Army, WWII

Chester Joseph Sajdak, US Army, WWII
Frank E Klaja, US Army

Walter S Mazurek, US Army, WWII, POW in
Germany

Stanley R Brzezinski, US Army, WWII
Steve Placta, US Army, WWII

Francis J Janik, US Army, WWII
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Richard T Myszewski, US Army, WWII
Jerome J Janik, US Army, WWII
Eugene P Janik, US Army, WWII
Frank R Grzywa, US Army, WWII

Edwin F Grzywa, US Army Air Force, Bronze
Star, POW in Germany during WWII

Walter Bernard Sadowski, US Army, WWII
Harry John Grzywa, US Army, WWII
Chester P Sadowski, US Navy, WWII
Anthony Alexander Janik, US Army, WWI
Richard Anthony Janik, US Army, WWII
Louis V Mierzwa, US Army, WWII

Edward Walter Pieniadz, US Army Air Force,
WWII

Joseph Dragone, US Army

John B Janik, US Air Force

Albert S Janis, US Army, WWII

John Joseph Szalasny, US Army, WWII
Benedict J Szalasny, US Army, WWI|I
Frank J Szymendera, US Navy, WWII
Waclaw J Szalasny, US Army

Joseph Francis Wozniak, USMC, WWII, Korea,
Vietnam

James Stephen Salasny, US Navy, Vietham
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Victor J Salasny, USMC Ferdinand B Przybysz, Merchant
Marine, WWII

Richard F Szalasny, US Army,

WWII Emil Przybysz, US Army, WWII

Stanley George Dylong, USMC  Frank Presby, US Army

Austin J Bzibziak, US Army, WWII Frank Edwin Presby, US Navy,
Retired
John Lisiewski, US Army, WWI
Michael Presby aka Richard Allen,
Barney Lisiewski, US Army, WWI US Army & USMC

Piotr Lisiewski, US Army, WWI  William Arthur Retzlaff, US Navy

Stanley Lisiewski, US Army, WWII James Lawrence Retzlaff, US Air

Force

Norbert A Lisiewski, USMC, WWII

& US Army, Korea Tadeusz Stanley Wackowski, Coast
Guard, WWII

Joseph A Militello, US Army, WWII
John R Skrzeczkowski, US Army
Theodore Frank Polanowski, US
Navy, WWII, KIA, Purple Heart John Losin, US Army, WWI
Medal
Theodore F Losin, US Army, WWII
Richard F Sulzbach, US Army,
Korea Edward L Kozlowski, US Navy,
WWII
Robert J Sulzbach, US Army, Korea
Edward D Prabucki, USMC, Vi-
Bernard A Surman, US Navy, WWktnam

Alexander S Piskorowski, US ArmyRatrick Michael Bukolt, US Army,
WWII Vietnam

Edward L Krzyzanowski, aka Bernard D Prabucki, US Army Air

Cross, US Navy, WWII Force, WWII, KIA, Purple Heart &
Air Medal

Leonard J Bakowski, US Army

SEARCHERS NO. 63 SUMMER 2013, ISSUE 2



SEARCHERS POLISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW YORK STATE PAGE 23

Point & Click
Laurel Keough presents ideas & links for Web researh

: Here are some other features. From the
BASIA Database of Vital Records from the ain page click th€ontents
Poznan Region appears with the names of the indexers and the
www.basia.famula.pl/en/ number of records they have completed.

This is exciting! Did you ever think you Next to the map, clickn full list in

could look at records in the Polish Archives, anoalphabetical OFdera”.d thename of each village
even have a copy of the documents, without appears showing which record years have been

actually traveling to Poland or hiring a Polish ~ ¢ompleted and if the records are from either
researcher to obtain the documents for you? Catholic or Protestant parishes or the Civil

Thanks to an article written by Edward Registry Office. :
David Luft in the April, 2013, issue @en Return to the Main _Page and under
Dobry!, | learned about a website holding indexé?"“’oumeS for indexers click amore. The page
birth, marriage, and death records in the State SNOWS the blank record fom.‘s for b'rths’
Archives of Poland. If you've had success usingMa/rages, and deaths and is shown in the Old

thePoznan Marriage Projectyou may now find German Script, modern German, and Polish. For
vital records that also includeSICAN of the example, on the birth record, it shows you the

records for your ancestors in the Poznan region!n€ Where the name and occupation of the

This site has over 940,000 records, with many PErSon reporting the incident appears. There is
more to come also a template of numerals showing how they

You also can directly link to the site from appear in the Old German Script so you can read

the search page of tl®znan Marriage Project the date of birth in the Prussian civil marriage
In the upper left corner you can click BASIA,  record collection.

new data base of vital records from the Poznan . \(;Ve can th?anvt\?elgenelroksitéof thel vo_Iur;-
region. You can choosEnglish and enter your ~ [S€r Indexers at the Wielkopolska enealogica
ociety (WTG ‘Gniazdo’) for posting these

surname in the search box. This will return a ma§1 ) A .
with all the locations where the name is found urch and state vital records on their website.

along with a list of the place names of the vills!.gérhey are always looking for volunteer indexers,
Click on your choice of place and then move ~ and you can read about that on the site.
down the page to see the records. When you find a T You don'tfind your family records on
record of interest, you can see the name of the t € ﬂrst uy, be_z sure to check back often, since

2 th_|s is a work in progress and many more records
click on it and the record will appear. Use <CtrlsWill be added in the future.
+ to enlarge the scan. You can save the image asa ©00d luck with your ancestor hunt!
JPEG to your computer.

If you are getting too many results by

entering only the surname, use théended
searchfeature right below the search box. You
will have the choice to enter first names, location
and time frames for the periods searched.
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St. Stanislaus Old Cemetery Tombstone
Contributed by Ed Kornowski

Stanislaw ZWIERZCHACZEWSKI, 1884-1958
St. Stanislaus Old Cemetery, Pine Ridge Road
Cheektowaga, NY Section N, near Pine Ridge Road.
Thought to be the longest Polish name in Buffalo,ontaining 16 letters.

The only record found on Ancestry.com for Stanleyiefzchaczewski is the 1930 census. That year he
was 45 years old, lived on Olmstead in Lancast#,\Was a widower, immigrated to the U.S. in 1904
from Poland, was a naturalized citizen, worked agahinist for a steam railroad, and had two daarght
a son, and a son-in-law living with him.
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